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Everting one entire branch of the revenue to private
ises.
6. That he had obtained several gifts from the King of Ms ancient crown lands, contrary to all Acts of Parliament
There was much debate whether all these (WCTC they true) wo aid amount to high treason, none of thorn being within the statute of Edward III. Ifc wan answered that that Act. of Parliament limits only the construction of treason in other courts, not in Parliaments, to make other things treason either declaratory, or by bill. This was denied as to making declaratory treason; for if a Parliament had that power, then what need was there of a bill for the attainder of the Earl of Stratford P It WHS further argued for my Lord Treasurer that if the King had the power of making peace and war, ho had it also to command his ministers to treat of it, and no Act of Parliament could take away that fundamental right of tin* Crown. That it was dangerous to extend the construction of treason too far; the more treasons the more snares to us and our posterities. I spoke twice; in (his debate this day. At last, the question being put wlu>!lu>r the impeachment of high treason, upon those wlii'K's against his lordship, should be carried up to the Ilou,su of Lords, the House divided—the ayes were 179, and I ho noes 130.
December 23. The impeachment was carried up to the Lords' bar, where it was presently debated whether his lordship should withdraw. It was carried in the negative by 20 votes. Both Houses adjourned for Christinas Eve and Christmas Day only.
December 26. The Houses met; the Commons heard some evidence concerning the death of Sit' Kd-mundbury Godfrey, and quarrelled with the. Lords concerning the amendment they had made in the money bill for disbanding the army. I spoke that day both with